The Seto Inland Sea is surrounded by the three major islands of Honshu, Shikoku, - and Kyushu in the
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Japanese archipelago. More than 700 0 islands dot the waters, which are as tranquil as a lake, formlng scenery
— -
that is nothing short of breathtaking. Long bridges stretching from one island to another provide access to
these islands and connect Honshu and Shikoku through three routes. An abundance of sumptuous seafood,
traditional industries remaining on the islands such as pottery making and textile weaving, and welcoming
nhabitants create an allure that attracts travelers with a magnetic charm. Some enjoy touring the area b
i bicycle. The Seto Inland Sea is sure to
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Festlvals z
The Niihama Taiko Matsuri is a festival held in the city of N||hama |n'Eh|me

Prefecture to give thanks for a bumper harvest in autumn It is one of the three
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major. or. festivals on the island of Shikoku, along with Tokushlma Prefecture’s
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Awa Odori and Kochi Prefecture’s Yosak0| Matsurl Its orlglns are said to trace

back some 1,000 years into anthu1ty Floats ce carrylng talko drums measure : 5 S S
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meters (18 ft.) hlghm roughly 12 meters (39 ft.) Iong and welgh roughly ‘;tlllr.ee

_. _tons. More than 150 men pooI their s strength together to heft these floats onto :
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~ their shoulders and multlple roats come together in one spot, whereupon they ==
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“ begin to parade through the C|ty Both men and women dress S Up dunng the
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festival, and this hlgh sp|r|ted major event brlmmlng W|th both gorgeous

m/kosh/—portable shrlnes and ex0|tement never fails to enthraII the crowds. -
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. Cycling

_ The Seto lnland Sea |s - a V|rtual utopla for " cyclists. One of cycllsts‘many
e el

= tourlng optlons is the 70- kllometer (43 m|Ie) Shimanami Kaldo hlghway ol
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I|nk|ng the city of Onomichi in H|rosh|ma Prefecture and the city. y.of Imabarl in
Ehime Prefecture With a route I|nk|ng |slands d|rectly above t'he waters of
ﬂ ‘the  sea, it | it features speC|aI Ianes forcycllsts and. pedestrlans and can be_‘__-

enjoyed by everyone from beg|nn|ng cyclists to seasoned athletes One-way__‘
blcyck?r.entals are also possible. Visitors can cross the brldges between

= |slandsbask|ng mﬂthe mild cllmate of the Seto Inland ‘Sea wh|Ie bein _

|nV|gorated by the feellng’tof fIylng above the sea waters. A trlp only cycll
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tourists. =
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) Kojima-Sakaide route
HONSH (Great Seto Bridge)
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Kobe-Naruto route
(Akashi Kaikyo Bridge,
Onaruto Bridge)

Onomichi-lmabari route
(Shimanami Kaido highway)
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