
SUGA Yoshihide was born 
the eldest son of a strawberry 
farmer in Yuzawa, a town in Akita 
Prefecture in northern Japan. The 
region lies under snow for four 
months of the year, but is rich in 
natural beauty with forests of fine 
Akita cedar.

No matter how busy he may be on a 
given day, Suga has made a routine of 
taking early-morning walks to clear his 
head. He is not a drinker but has a sweet 
tooth, enjoying Japanese confectionery 
made from red bean paste, or Western-
style pancakes, which he particularly 
loves. 

Loves Morning Walks and Sweets

Becomes 99th Prime Minister of Japan

September 16, 2020

Named Chief Cabinet Secretary and Minister in charge of 
Strengthening National Security

2012

Announced the name of the new imperial era “Reiwa” as 
Chief Cabinet Secretary

April 1, 2019 

Named Chief Cabinet Secretary, 
Minister in charge of Mitigating the Impact of U.S. Forces in Okinawa, 
and Minister in charge of the Abduction Issue

2018 

Named Chief Cabinet Secretary and Minister in charge of 
Mitigating the Impact of U.S. Forces in Okinawa

2014 

Named Parliamentary Secretary for Economy, Trade and 
Industry

2003

Named Minister for Internal Affairs and Communications, 
Minister in charge of Privatization of the Postal Services, and 
Minister of State for Decentralization Reform 

2006

Named Parliamentary Secretary for Land, Infrastructure and 
Transport

2002

Born the Son of a Strawberry Farmer

Born in Akinomiya Village, Ogachi-gun (currently Yuzawa 
City), Akita Prefecture

December 6, 1948

Suga moved to Tokyo after high school and 
worked at a factory to save up for tuition and 
then entered university. During his student 
days he trained in karate. Hard work and the 
discipline of karate are the foundations upon 
which he built his career as a politician. 

Student Days Filled with Karate

Graduated from Akita Prefectural Yuzawa High School 

1966

Elected to the Yokohama City Council, serving two terms

1987

Suga served two terms on the Yokohama 
City Council before being elected to the 
National Diet in 1996 (photo). As Minister of 
Internal Affairs and Communications, he led 
the establishment of a hometown tax system 
that provides a deduction for taxpayers who 
make donation to the local government of 
their choice. He was the longest serving Chief 

Cabinet Secretary (from 2012 to 2020) in Japanese history, 
holding press conferences twice a day, almost every day, which 
totaled more than 3,200 occasions during his tenure. 

Political Career

Won his first election to the House of Representatives 

1996

Graduated from the Faculty of Law, Hosei University (in Tokyo)

1973

PRIME MINISTER  SUGA YOSHIHIDE’ S 
PERSONAL TIMELINE
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SUMMARY OF 
THE MAJOR POLICY 
OUTLOOK FROM THE 
FIRST POLICY SPEECH
Prime Minister Suga outlined eight major policies in his 
fi rst policy speech to the Diet on October 26, 2020. 

From the next page onwards, some of the topics related to these policies are introduced.

PROMOTING PROACTIVE 
DIPLOMACY

Aim to achieve a free and open Indo-Pacifi c based on 
the rule of law; promote proactive diplomacy at the 
summit level.

8

RECONSTRUCTION 
FROM THE GREAT EAST 
JAPAN EARTHQUAKE

Aim to undertake reconstruction and revival of 
Tohoku with an even greater sense of speed. Advance 
the development of national land structures that are 
resistant to natural disasters.

7

REFORMING 
SOCIAL SECURITY

Aim to eliminate the number of children who must 
wait to receive childcare arrangements, promote the 
taking of childcare leave by male employees, make 
fertility treatments covered by public health 
insurance, and allow online medical consultations on 
a permanent basis, among other initiatives.

6

CREATING VIBRANT 
COMMUNITIES

Areas outside of Greater Tokyo account for 70% of 
consumption. Increase incomes in these areas 
through agriculture, forestry, and fi sheries industry 
reforms and restoration of tourism demand.

4

CREATING NEW FLOWS 
OF PEOPLE

Aim to create new fl ows of people from urban to 
rural areas and between companies, including to 
small- and medium-sized enterprises and startups, 
opening up a path for future growth. Welcome 
fi nance-sector professionals from overseas, aiming to 
be a global fi nancial center. 

5

BECOMING CARBON 
NEUTRAL BY 2050

Aim to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to net-zero.

3

DIGITAL
TRANSFORMATION

Carry out regulatory reforms under an agency in 
charge of digital transformation while heading 
towards a “with corona” and post-coronavirus society.

2

TACKLING THE NOVEL 
CORONAVIRUS

Balance novel coronavirus countermeasures and 
economic activities, protect employment, and ensure 
that businesses can sustain their operations while 
preventing explosive outbreaks through measures to 
prevent infections.

1

“We will get rid of bureaucratic sectionalism, vested interests, 
and the notorious habit of following past precedents and make our 
utmost eff orts to advance regulatory reforms with a sense of speed.”
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